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Every single direct data center job supports an additional 4.5 jobs across the broader economy, 
propelling total supported employment to a staggering 5.5 million in 2024.

During Construction:

Operations Phase:

Data center operators hire union building
trades to construct facilities and install
advanced infrastructure while building out
the essential fiber optic internet
connections.

Organizations like the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)
& the United Association of Union
Plumbers and Pipefitters have seen a
boom in the need for their workers. Data
centers rely heavily on highly skilled union
workers to fulfill their needs for
mechanical and electrical construction.

According to a 2026 
Construction Outlook survey
from the Associated General

Contractors of America,
respondents were very optimistic

about the value of data center
projects this year, with 57%

believing data centers will bring
high value opportunities.

More than 1 million Americans are employed
directly by the data center industry,
performing the essential work of building
and running the physical infrastructure of
the internet, delivering what you demand.

Data centers sustain a permanent, highly
skilled workforce. Entry-level data center
technicians don’t require college degrees
since hyperscale operators provide training
and apprenticeships for high school and
trade school graduates. 

Annual pay for entry-level data
center technicians averages
over $100,000, with upside
potential as a new worker

masters technical skills and
gains management experience.

In rural areas, these jobs
support young workers and

families who want to remain in
their hometowns.
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