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1.Depending on climate and geography, some facilities use dry cooling entirely – like the electrically powered air
conditioning in our homes and businesses. 

2.Today’s newest data centers hosting AI chips frequently deploy closed-loop, direct-to-chip liquid cooling systems
paired with dry coolers, where a fixed volume of liquid circulates through a sealed loop to absorb heat directly
from processors — consuming no operational water whatsoever.

3.Where water is abundant, evaporative cooling can reduce electricity consumption by 20% on the hottest days of
the year, where that water is partly recycled and partly evaporated, just like an irrigated farm field or municipal
golf course.

4.Where water is scarce, data centers rely on air cooling and reserve water exclusively for basic human needs on-
site, like bathrooms and sinks, consuming less water than local restaurants.

How Much Water Do Data Centers Use?
Data centers are built to be responsible, sustainable neighbors that help

build up and serve their communities. 

Far from taking resources away from residents, they provide the financial
foundation that can keep rural and suburban municipalities thriving.

DISPELLING THE WATER MYTH USING FLEXIBLE COOLING TECHNIQUES 

The most pervasive misconception is that data centers require constant, massive volumes of fresh
water to prevent overheating. In reality, the industry relies on sophisticated cooling systems that

are designed to fit the climate and available power and water.

MYTH:

FACT:

FINANCING THE FUTURE THROUGH INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES &
WATERSHED RESTORATION

Moreover, the industry pays to cover the costs of building and upgrading water infrastructure as
needed, rather than residents bearing the costs.

Companies typically cover the costs to build and upgrade needed water infrastructure — not as
vague promises, but through binding community development agreements that modernize

regional utilities at no cost to local taxpayers or ratepayers. 

Leading companies go further, funding upgrades to local water systems and restoring more 
water than they consume, actively investing in watershed preservation and 

long-term water availability for the entire community.
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